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BAUCUS
SPEECH FOR MONTANA FEDERATION OF TEACHER'S
ANNUAL CONVENTION
OCTOBER 20, .1978
GOOD MORNING, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. I'D LIKE TO EXPRESS MY
APPRECIATION TO THE MONTANA FEDERATION OF TEACHERS, AND ESPECIALLY
JIm McGARVY FOR EXTENDING THIS INVITATION TO BE WITH YOU TODAY.
I CAN'T TELL YOU HOW HAPPY I AM TO BE BACK IN MONTANA. I
MUST CONFESS, I FEEL A LITTLE STRANGE STANDING BEFORE YOU, AFTER
SO MANY YEARS OF HAVING MONTANA TEACHERS STANDING BEFORE ME. IN
ANY CASE, IT'SGREAT TO BE BACK.
LAST SUNDAY EVENING, WE CONCLUDED THE 95TH CONGRESS. THE
LAST 34 HOURS OF THE SESSION WERE INCREDIBLY HECTIC. WE ALL FELT
A GREAT DEAL OF PRESSURE IN THOSE FINAL HOURS, FOR THE ISSUES WE
WERE DEALING WITH WILL HAVE A TREMENDOUS EFFECT ON OUR FUTURE --
POLITICALLY AND PRACTICALLY!
BUT IN A SENSE, THAT CHAOTIC FINAL SESSION REFLECTS WELL THE
LEGISLATIVE BURDEN CONGRESS FACES TODAY. IN DEALING WITH THE WIDE
VARIETY OF MAJOR POLICY DECISIONS AND INITIATIVES, IT IS HARD NOT
TO PLACE THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT S ROLE IN EDUCATION NEAR THE TOP
OF OUR LIST OF QUESTIONS AND PRIORITIES.
As YOU ARE ALL AWARE, THESE ARE CHALLENGING YEARS FOR OUR
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM. WE NEED TO GIVE OUR CHILDREN THE TOOLS TO DEAL
WITH AN INCREASINGLY COMPLICATED, CHANGING WORLD.
BUT IN THE MIDST OF THIS UPHEAVAL, EDUCATION IN THIS COUNTRY
HOLDS FAST TO THE PRIVILEGED POSITION ACCORDED IT TWO CENTURIES AGO.
"WHEN SOBERED BY EXPERIENCE," THOMAS JEFFERSON OBSERVED, "I HOPE
OUR SUCCESSORS WILL TURN THEIR ATTENTION TO THE ADVANTAGES OF
EDUCATION. I MEAN EDUCATION ON THE BROAD SCALE...
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THIS IS WHAT OUR PUBLIC LEADERS HAVE DONE THROUGHOUT THE
YEARS, AND PUBLIC EDUCATION -- THE RIGHT TO PUBLIC EDUCATION --
REMAINS ONE OF THE CORNERSTONES OF AMERICAN SOCIETY. WE ALL KNOW
THAT A DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT REQUIRES AN INFORMED,
ENLIGHTENED AND QUESTIONING CITIZENRY.
I AM HERE -- AS YOU ARE -- TO AFFIRM THAT EDUCATION OF THE
HIGHEST QUALITY IS AN ESSENTIAL PRIORITY, NO MATTER WHERE THE
ECONOMIC ROULETTE WHEEL STOPS.
THE QUESTIONS YOU ARE ADDRESSING REFLECT THE MANY NEW TRENDS
YOU FACE IN YOUR PROFESSION. BESIDES INSURING THAT YOUR STUDENTS
ATTAIN THE FUNDAMENTALS OF EXPRESSION AND ELEMENTARY COMPUTATION
YOU MUST DEAL WITH:
THE ROLE OF COMPUTERS AND CALCULATORS IN AN EVER MORE
TECHNICALLY ORIENTED SOCIETY; HOW CAN OUR CHILDREN TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF THEIR USE IN LEARNING MODERN CONCEPTS OF PROBABILITY, GRAPHS,
FUNCTIONS, AND MODELING;
. THE TEACHING AND ACCLIMATION OF STUDENTS TO THE METRIC
SYSTEM;
REORIENTATING STUDENTS TOWARD READING AND WRITING IN
A MEDIA SATURATED SOCIETY; AND,
HELPING STUDENTS FEEL A SENSE OF PARTICIPATION IN GOVERN-
MENT AT ALL LEVELS.
THE CHALLENGES ARE MANY. MY EXPERTISE IN THESE AREAS ENDS
LARGELY WITH A RECOGNITION OF THESE PROBLEMS, AND I'LL CONTINUE TO
DEPEND ON YOU AND YOUR OFFICERS FOR ADVICE AND COUNSEL WHEN DEALING
WITH EDUCATION ISSUES AT A FEDERAL LEVEL.
As YOU KNOW, EDUCATION TRADITIONALLY HAS BEEN THE DOMAIN OF
LOCAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS. THIS IS AS IT SHOULD BE. BUT RISING
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RATES OF INFLATION AND SHRINKING BUDGETS ARE FORCING INCREASED
PARTICIPATION BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.
RIGHT NOW WE ARE WRESTLING WITH PROBLEMS OF DETERMINING
THE PROPER ROLE FOR FEDERAL MONEY, AND FOR FEDERAL PARTICIPATION IN
SCHOOL PROGRAMS.
WE MUST BE CAREFUL NOT TO CREATE ANOTHER BUREAUCRATIC LAYER
WHICH WILL DO NOTHING BUT HAMPER THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF PROVIDING A
GOOD EDUCATION FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.
WE IN CONGRESS HAVE LEARNED OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS THAT
SIMPLY INCREASING APPROPRIATIONS AND THROWING MONEY AT PROBLEMS
RARELY CREATES POSITIVE RESULTS. WE MUST APPLY OUR FUNDS JUDICIOUSLY
IF THE TAXPAYER IS TO GET THE MOST "BANG FOR HIS BUCK.
AT THE SAME TIME, OUR ATTEMPTS TO PROMOTE THE QUALITY OF
EDUCATION IN THIS COUNTRY MUST BE SUFFICIENTLY BROAD-BASED TO OFFER
IMPROVEMENT AT ALL LEVELS. IN RECENT YEARS, SOME HAVE CALLED FOR
TUITION TAX CREDITS TO GUARANTEE .FINANCIAL RELIEF TO AMERICA'S
STUDENTS.
I HAVE CONSISTENTLY OPPOSED SUCH TAX CREDITS BECAUSE THEY
ARE BOTH TOO WIDE AND TOO NARROW.
THEY PROVIDE A LITTLE ASSISTANCE TO ALMOST EVERYONE, WITHOUT
PROVIDING ENOUGH HELP TO ANYONE WHO REALLY NEEDS IT. AND THEY
ACCOMPLISH THIS FEAT AT THE COST OF BILLIONS TO THE TAXPAYER.
THIS IS WHY I SUPPORTED THE MIDDLE INCOME STUDENT ASSISTANCE
ACT, THIS LAW, ENACTED DURING THE CLOSING HOURS OF CONGRESS, WILL
AUGMENT FEDERAL LOAN, GRANT, AND WORK-STUDY PROGRAMS AT MORE
ECONOMICAL LEVELS. IT PROMISES MIDDLE INCOME COLLEGE STUDENTS --
THOSE MOST IGNORED BY CURRENT AID PACKAGES -- BENEFITS UP TO FOUR
TIMES HIGHER THAN TUITION TAX CREDITS WOULD, AND AT A FRACTION OF
-MORE-
- LI ~
THE COST.
TO AID YOUNGSTERS IN ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS, I
BACKED THE ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT, WHICH CONGRESS
ALSO PASSED LAST WEEK. NOT ONLY DOES THIS LEGISLATION REAFFIRM
THE FEDERAL COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC EDUCATION, BUT IT ALSO AIMS AT
IMPROVING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN AND
CHILDREN WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES.
THE BURDENS AND IMMENSE EXPENSES INVOLVED WITH THE CREATION
OF NEW PROGRAMS, ALTERATION OF PHYSICAL PLANTS, AND THE TRAINING
AND HIRING OF SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS SHOULD, AND WILL BE SHARED
BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.
OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO THE 71 MILLION HANDICAPPED CHILDREN
ENROLLED IN AMERICA'S STATE AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS REQUIRES A DILIGENT
EFFORT TO GUARANTEE THEM A FREE, APPROPRIATE PUBLIC EDUCATION.
YOU CAN BE CERTAIN THAT I WILL CONTINUE TO WORK TO ACHIEVE
THESE GOALS WITH A MINIMUM OF GOVERNMENT INTERFERENCE AND WITH AN
ABIDING RESPECT FOR THE TEACHERS' RESPONSIBILITY TO CREATE AND
CONTROL THE LEARNING DEVELOPMENT.
I AM REMINDED OF THE HORRORS OF EXCESSIVE HEW REGULATION IN
WEATHERSFIELD, CONNECTICUT, WHERE THE LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL WAS FORCED
TO MIX THE BOYS AND GIRLS CHOIRS OR LOSE FEDERAL FUNDING, AND IN
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA, WHERE FATHER-SON DINNERS WERE PROHIBITED, UNTIL
THE PRESIDENT PERSONALLY INTERCEDED.
I BELIEVE THAT FEDERAL AID -- ANDA NATIONAL COMMITMENT TO
EDUCATION -- CAN BE REALIZED WITHOUT THESE NEEDLESS INTRUSIONS.
THIS NATIONWIDE COMMITMENT ASKS ESPECIALLY MUCH OF TEACHERS,
FOR IT CALLS ON YOU TO ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY IN TWO WAYS.
YOU ARE, ULTIMATELY, CITIZENS, AND AS CITIZENS YOU HAVE THE
RESPONSIBILITY TO WATCH AND GUIDE THE FEDERAL ROLE IN EDUCATION.
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AS TEACHERS, YOU SHOULD NOT ABDICATE YOUR POLITICAL VOICE,
RATHER, CHOOSE TO EXERCISE IT WITH THE SAME CONCERN AND FORESIGHT
YOU BRING TO YOUR CALLING IN THE CLASSROOM.
CONCLUSION:
YOUR ROLE AS TEACHERS INVOLVES FAR MORE THAN THE MERE
DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION AND FACTS. YOU SERVE AS MODELS,
SURROGATE PARENTS, AS WELL AS INSTRUCTORS. YOU MUST FURNISH THEM
WITH THE FUNDAMENTAL TOOLS AND THE INTANGIBLE SKILLS THEY WILL NEED
AS THEY VENTURE INTO THE WORLD.
FOR 14 CONSECUTIVE YEARS SAT SCORES FELL; LATELY TEACHERS
AND ADMINISTRATORS HAVE FOUND THEMSELVES ON THE WRONG END OF
MALPRACTICE SUITS -- SUITS BROUGHT FOR FAILURE TO EDUCATE PROPERLY.
SOME DISTRICTS HAVE RESURRECTED COMPETENCY TESTING.
WE ARE NOW TURNING BACK TO THE BASICS, TO A RENEWED CONCERN
FOR THE THREE R'SAND TO A REVISED UNDERSTANDING OF THE MEANS AND
AIMS OF EDUCATION. I APPLAUD THIS MOVEMENT, FOR IT IS CLEAR THAT
SCHOOLING SHOULD PROVIDE THOSE BASIC TOOLS, AND IT IS EQUALLY CLEAR
THAT IN MANY AREAS, FOR MANY REASONS.- IT HAS FAILED.
BUT IN THE FACE OF THIS RETRENCHMENT, I URGE YOU TO CLING
TO THE VISION OF EDUCATION THIS NATION HAS HARBORED FOR SO LONG.
GIVE YOUR STUDENTS A SOLID FOUNDATION, BUT DON'T STOP THERE:
DON T BE AFRAID TO CHALLENGE YOUR STUDENTS; PUSH THEM TOWARD NEW
FIELDS AND IDEAS, AND HELP THEM TO APPRECIATE THE IMPORTANCE OF LIFE-
LONG LEARNING AND SELF-ENRICHMENT, As ROBERT MAYNARD HUTCHENS SAID,
"THE OBJECT OF EDUCATION IS TO PREPARE THE YOUNG TO EDUCATE THEM-
SELVES THROUGHOUT THEIR LIVES."
As CONCERN FOR EDUCATION GROWS AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL, WE
SHOULD UNDERSCORE THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PERSONAL ELEMENT. MAKE IT
MATTER TO YOU THAT YOU HAVE HAD THEIR TRUST,
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THIS KIND OF PERSONAL CARE HAS ALWAYS MARKED EDUCATION IN
MONTANA, AND I PRAISE ALL OF YOU FOR YOUR DEDICATION TO THIS
STANDARD.
I CAN'T SAY THAT WHEN I ATTENDED SHCOOL IN HELENA MY RESPECT
FOR TEACHERS AND EDUCATION WAS DEEP; WE WERE SINGLE-ISSUE VOTERS"
THEN: OUR SUPPORT ALWAYS HINGED ON THE LENGTH OF RECESS AND THE
NUMBER OF CLASS PARTIES!
BUT YOU HAVE EARNED MY APPRECIATION AND GREATEST RESPECT.
I LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR CONTINUING ADVICE AND SUPPORT.
AND I HOPE MY SON WILL HAVE THE SAME QUALITY EDUCATION
SO MANY OTHER MONTANANS HAVE BEEN FORTUNATE TO RECEIVE,.
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